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So, summer started at last and as is typical in the UK, it went from one extreme to the other…. The Independence Fly-in over the 4-5th of July started well with some 30 visitors on the Saturday. Sunday was a different matter. We had a couple of regulars in before the weather broke. I went home at lunchtime and got to watch the British Grand Prix for a change. I think we had a couple in late in the day after the front went through. We should make the most of this wonderful weather while it lasts and not least as the days are pulling in by 1-2 minutes a day…. We then had the Open Day and thanks to all those that took part, the day was a great success and it was estimated that some 350 turned up and some 70 odd got to fly. Had the wind been just a bit lighter, we could have got more up in the flex-wings and the Paramotors could have had a play too… That night also saw the second of members Birthday parties held on the field which is proving a big hit. The Taildragger weekend was though blown/washed out on the Saturday but Sunday was much better and many members got to fly too. We also hosted the ‘The Dogs Dinner’ Display Team for an event in Sheringham with 3 Vintage Military Aircraft. The day after saw us see our biggest visitor ever seen here here….a DHC Twin Otter or known by its pilots as a ‘Twotter’. I’m told they carry up to 20 jumpers or seat around 15 passengers. I believe one of our members used to fly in Scotland and often landed on the beach…. This one belonged to the French Air Force and carried just the crew.
Cromer Carnival will soon be upon us and this year we host 3 aerobatic teams so the airfield will be Strictly PPR over the Tuesday and Wednesday of that week.
Aero Club News  A couple of our members have had Birthdays this month and after Debbie’s party, I gather another one is on the cards. A great venue if I say so myself and of course if the weather plays ball… We have also had a First Solo since the last newsletter, congratulations to Tom Dickerson. More next month but I have run out of time…..
The Paramotor Group have been busy this month and getting plenty of both cliff soaring and powered flying in. There have been several events on too and more to come. ‘Sat Nav’ and Midge have also had several flights on the Wasp, a powered hang glider. I also see that Chilly has done a few flights with his tandem rig from here…anyone feeling brave? 
The Model Club have also been busy flying and our thanks to those who had several on show at the Open Day.
Flight Safety Priory Farm are using the same frequency as us now and I gather two other local places are considering doing so….Please make sure that with each radio call, you mention the field i.e. Downwind LH for 22 at Cromer. With the Air Show/Fly-in season in full swing, remember to check the Notams carefully. Also note that many events operate a ‘Slot Time’ system and/or limited parking so book in good time to avoid disappointment if planning on attending an event…. Also, if going in a group, remember that 129.825 is not, contrary to popular belief, a chat frequency and is the Sport Frequency and used by many airfields across the UK….chatting about your flight conditions can block vital messages… 
Airfield News The old RAF Church Fenton is now up and running and now calls itself ‘Leeds East’….a bit odd but hey ho. Plymouth is hoping to re-open shortly for GA and may, in time, try to get some commercial traffic back in. They took the unusual route to get the initial deposit by using ‘Crowd funding’….they reached their target in record time thanks to the aviation community and the power of social media. Blackpool which recently re-opened to general aviation, is opening a new flying school which has to be great news. On the downside however, hidden in the Budget, it was announced that (ex-military)airfields are now considered as ‘Brownfield sites’ and lengthy planning inquiries will no longer be required and hungry developers are circling like vultures over several fields as I write this and I can see several (Historic)sites been covered in houses. Privately owned grass airfields should be safe but offers of tens of millions could change this…
Fly-ins and other Events:  There are several events on the cards for this month and just into September sees the annual show at Seething. There is the Proms Night at Blickling on (I think) 8th of August and will include a sunset display by the Grace Spitfire and Henry in his Tiger Moth
15-16th August is the Vintage(Warbirds) Event and on the Saturday, we hope to see some members from the Vintage Aircraft Club.

15-21st August is Cromer Carnival Week

The Aylsham Show takes place on the August Bank Holiday

04-06 September sees round two of the Microfest/Footlaunch event

The Flying Press:  Much of the news this month has been about the biggest Fly-in and Air Show in the World that has just finished at Oshkosh in the US….every aviation buff should go at least once in their life time. Several new products are released there every year and this year was no different with a load of electric aircraft including some two seaters….the weight and power/duration really is making them viable. The item that ‘stole the show’ was the first viewing of the new Rotax 915 Turbo that produces 135hp….this will be a ‘game changer’ in the homebuilt world and if the price is right, can see many retro-fitting them… there was the usual array of toys from single SSDR’s to private jets plus a mouth watering array of gadgets and most if not all had a special show price. The round the world trip by the solar powered aircraft sadly came to an end in Hawaii after suffering major battery issues, they hope to complete the trip in the near future. There are more revues of the both aircrew and aircraft licensing and the various bodies like the BMAA and LAA are contributing to the relaxation of some rules. They are also taking a serious look at introducing, like the rest of the world, an Experimental Category to save thousands on introducing new aircraft. This will, if it happens, make life easier for both commercial and private builders….

Stop Press: As many of you know, we said a sad goodbye to the C42 just prior to the Open Weekend. This left several students in the lurch and some grumpy customers who had purchased trial flights in a 3-axis aircraft. Well, the new trainer is now here and it will be all systems go. 
Just seen across the media that Amazon are demanding that all airspace be closed to all traffic below 500ft so they can deliver parcels by Drones….Hum, really…what about Police and Helimeds Etc and how would anybody be able to land or take off…. I don’t think so… and on the news tonight, a man has been arrested because a drone was continually flying over and round his house with a camera aboard….he shot it down after numerous complaints…

Happy Landings and safe flying,

Chris and the Team                                                                                     30/07/15

PS Will try and do better next month if time permits  
