02/11 FEBRUARY NEWS   
Well, roll on Spring/Summer…. The weather is still unsettled and numbers are well down. The New Year’s Fly-in was not as good as last year but we have a whole year to look forward to and several events are planned……While the snow has gone, it has been replaced with strong warm winds and loads of rain but we should spare a thought for Australia, in the first two weeks in January we had some 39mm….Ipswich in OZ had over 600mm!. At least for us, it has warmed up and I note on the 13th we had +13c ….almost tropical, but please no ‘mankinis’
We are starting on putting proper white runway numbers down and  doing a further stretch to the roadway down towards the model area. If Spring ever comes, we will sort out the frost damage to the farmyard…please hang in there and it would be good if we could all keep the speed down to 10mph Please. As well as moving aircraft, there are tractors, people, animals and children all on the go….
NORTHREPPS AERO CLUB reminds you that your subs are due and of course new members are always welcome. You can join as either a full flying member or a social member. Social membership is for non pilots but does cover you on our Insurance to go airside and/or to fly with club members.
Regular visitors are reminded that by paying for full membership, you get free landing fees for the year!!!!!!! 
Police and UKBA: Some members have raised concerns that they have been rung by the Norfolk Police concerning their aircraft… We have checked this out and it is not a scam…the calls are real. We then had a visit from the UK Border Agency(UKBA). It seems Norfolk Police did ‘jump the gun’ but they are doing an audit of all flying machines in the County with the UKBA and they are simplifying the ways of contacting both agencies to either report illegal movements or trips abroad. See our website homepage and click on the link. I suggest as many as possible should attend the meeting in Norwich or Ipswich.
All students and those who use the hangars or have long term outside parking must join.
We now have both barns alarmed and you can find out more from Smiffy.

New arrivals are another Flash II Alpha, a Minimax and a Tanarg and we will shortly will have a Shadow. We are now full up inside but we may have more space next month after we have had a move round, in the meantime, we  have plenty of outside parking space. 
Radios: Many of you will be aware that Ofcom have been trying to raise funds by seeking huge increases in fees to use (VHF) radios. This covers aviation, marine and even the RNLI. Many organisations have fought this on safety grounds. We were initially warned that an air/ground frequency could cost well into 5 figures per year. We then found out that on appeal this was reduced to some £450 pa. On reading the small print, we found that we could operate radio under the ‘sport class’ and as a result we are now legal on 129.825 as Cromer Micro and all for £25 pa…..Well done Smiffy.  The CAA/NATS will shortly send a ‘hard copy’ which will be displayed.
Please be aware though, Ofcom are also doing an audit and ANYONE CAUGHT using a radio in any type of flying machine without a license will be fined, You have been warned….details of courses available from Smiffy.
FLYING SCHOOL NEWS with Gordon away, a new QFI is running the school. At the moment, he can only do weekends which means flight training on a Saturday only. As the weather improves, he hopes to do 6 days a week subject to both students and weather. His name is Neil Groom and he comes to the school from Portugal….bet he is feeling the cold!!!!
PARAMOTOR CLUB  Not much activity lately due to the weather but you are reminded that if you use radio…get a license or a large fine could spoil your day….
NORTHREPPS MODEL FLYING CLUB Have no news this month
LUDHAM NEWS Have no news this month
PROJECT NEWS I got my wrists slapped after last month’s column for not mentioning another club member who has yet another project on the go. Nic Hart is starting  on an Italian  kit aircraft called a ‘Groppo Trial’ it is a boxy high wing taildragger and is also known as the poor mans birddog. There is another similar type due to be built at Priory farm and one has nearly been finished somewhere in the UK and should achieve a permit shortly.
NOTAM  Over recent years, there has been a spate of thefts concerning Rotax  (mainly 912) engines from aircraft across France, Belgium and the UK. It is believed that the engines are stolen to order. They are used world wide and not just in aircraft. After a quiet period, I see another has recently been ‘surgically removed’ from a C42 hangared at an airfield at Eastbach Farm, Glos. BE WARNED
Also, I have recently heard from a regular visitor who had a ‘912’ seize solid on him requiring a force landing and since then one club member reported a major problem…he shut the engine down and did a precautionary landing….same problem. Yet another club member is also having to replace his engine on checking for the problem. It seems that they develop an oil leak where the two halves of the block meet and if not spotted, the cam shaft seizes followed by lots of exspensive  noises …..ouch!!!!!
PRESS NEWS/LATEST GADGETS  Our thoughts go out to the owners and users of Damyn’s Hall airfield on the outskirts of London; They suffered a recent planning blow and are now restricted on both developments and use. If you are planning to visit this site, I strongly suggest that you ‘PPR’ first….
Eddsfield also suffered a disaster when an accumulation of some 3.5 feet of snow led to a the hangar roof collapsing resulting in two aircraft being seriously damaged and seven others  partially damaged…
There are several new gadgets on the market at the moment and some are really useful. As well as a variety of helmet and cockpit cameras, you can now get socks and gloves as used by astronauts….ideal for paramotors and flexwings and the most useful of all  the iPad GPS attachment from Airguide Publications inc. They also do a interactive Seamless Charts feature to add to their Flight Guide app. I believe the latter only covers the US at the moment, but watch this space….. 

That worst moment: December 8th was a bad day among the orange groves of Florida…If the weather is unusually cold, they use helis to stir up the cold air to avoid frost damage to the fruit. After a rather busy period, 3 helis(2x R44 an 1x B206) all crashed before 0800. The crews are believed to be ok, but you have to feel for their Insurance Broker..
SILLY QUIZ TIME
1) Another long serving RAF aircraft recently retired, it was the odd looking but very effective Nimrod, what was the civil aircraft it was adapted from?
2) Nimrod is also a piece of music that is always played at the Cenotaph and other civil and military functions, who or what was Nimrod?

3) Who or what is a ‘Fat Albert’

4) Another long serving RAF aircraft is the ‘Kerosene Canary’ what is it?

5) What well known light aircraft is celebrating 50 years this year and is still popular with schools and private owners?
6) Cessna produced one of the most popular trainers in the world with the C150/152 series. It’s replacement is now in full production. It is the C162 but what is its name? 

Happy landings from Chris and the team
1)       THE DH COMET

2 )      NIMROD WAS IN LEGEND ‘THE GREAT HUNTER’

3)       THE FAMOUS ‘HERCY BIRD’ OR C130 TRANSPORT AIRCRAFT

4)    THE SK 61 OR IN MILITARY GUISE THE SEA KING WHEN USED AS AN SAR HELICOPTER(its painted yellow)
5)    THE PA 28 CHEROKEE

6)    THE SKYCATCHER

